Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord — December 25, 2022
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Thoughts from the Pastor’s Desk ...
Dear Friends of Blessed Trinity,

Merry Christmas!
Praised be Jesus Christ! Now and forever!

Joyfully I greet you, your family, and all your loved ones, as we celebrate
together the Nativity of the Lord! Merry and Blessed Christmas!

Today I join you in this celebration as the first pastor of our new parish of
Blessed Trinity. In this our Christmas together, I am eager to rejoice with
you in the Birth of the Newborn King. With special recognition, we also
celebrate our new beginnings as the people of the parish, men and women, [
clergy and lay, young and old, longtime neighbor and newfound friends,
we in this our newborn Blessed Trinity Parish.

Entering the Christmas season with the Solemnity of the Nativity of the [ig
Lord, this Mass of Christ, the sacred liturgy offers us much to reflect upon.
Specifically, we are given proper prayers and readings for the various mo-
ments of this Christmas feast. We encounter the Vigil Mass, the Mass at
Night, the Mass at Dawn, and the Mass during the Day. While many of
us will attend only one of these Masses, each Mass presents a particular
contemplation of that mystery revealed in Bethlehem many generations ago. In the Vigil we hear the great lineage
into which Jesus was born, a history of the people Israel. At night, in that most silent and stillest space of a world
slumbering, angels appear and hymns resound acclaiming a Saviour is born. Awake the night! A Newborn King
enlightens the world, humbly and sweetly, as the sun rises. A newborn day for us to become the children of God.

“Adorazione dei Pastori” by Guido Reni (1642)

Dear friends, this Christmas we are invited to contemplate a new birth, a new day. As we honor the history and
heritage of the former Holy Trinity and Blessed Sacrament Parishes, let us eagerly brighten the hope and life of
our newborn Blessed Trinity Parish. May it be ever inspired by the Word made flesh, who made His dwelling
among us. May it be as welcome a home in the company of angels and saints, neighbors and friends, as one made
by St. Mary and St. Joseph in the company of shepherds and straw. With Christ born in our midst, let us truly
come alive!

As I close this my first Christmas letter to you, please allow me to offer a word of thanks and a word of invitation.
With much thanksgiving, I celebrate these Christmas days with you into the new year. Your welcome and hospi-
tality, together with that of our parish staft, deacons, and Fr. Val (whom we wish many blessings in his new as-
signment), has been most generous and kind. Thank you for all you have done in preparation and pursuit of the
good we aspire to do together here in Greenfield. I am most grateful.

With much enthusiasm, I also offer you a word of invitation. As we begin a new year, may we begin as well a new
engagement in the life of our parish. If you have not been involved much in parish life, perhaps make resolution to
do so. If you do not regularly come to Mass, perhaps be resolved in a new way. With the many volunteers and
faithful who gather each week, indeed each day, in the pews of our Blessed Sacrament Church and our Holy Trini-
ty Church, upon the kneelers of our Perpetual Adoration Chapel, in the meeting spaces of our Pastoral Center, in
the halls of our parish, in the fields of our Calvary Cemetery, in the shade of our trees, in the sound of our songs,
you are earnestly invited and welcome here at Blessed Trinity Parish. Let us pray together, work together, and be
together as we seek to remain together in Christ the Son with God our Father in the power of the Holy Spirit!
Merry and Blessed Christmas!

Most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, I love you in the Most Blessed Sacrament!

Fr. Pierz




CATHoLIcs COME HOME.

£ Whether you are Catholic, on a
CATHOLICS journey into the Catholic Church,

COME HOME .org .
or returning, you are welcome.

Faith should touch every corner of our lives. We know it can
be intimidating to walk through those doors,

but we've been expecting you.

Welcome home.

To learn mote about our Catholic Church and to help you
understand more clearly the Church and her teachings you can

find helpful resources at www.catholicscomehome.org

COME PRAY WITH Us.

Most Holy Rosary—before Daily Mass at 7:35 am
(HTC) Join us in asking our Blessed Mother to help, com-
fort, protect, and heal.

Adorations & Benediction—after the Wednesday 8 am
& 9 am Daily Masses

Roses for Mary Prayer Group—each Monday at 6:00 pm
in the Adoration Chapel. All are welcome.

Holy Hour for the Sick and Dying—each Wednesday at
7 pm in the Adoration Chapel. If you know of someone

in need of prayer, come and spend an hour for their in-
tention.

Chaplet of Divine Mercy—Fridays at 3 pm in the Adora-

tion Chapel—all are welcome.




SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD CHRISTMAS DAY.

ary and Joseph were tired. They had just traveled between 70 and 90 miles,

depending on the route they took. This is a long way for anyone, let alone a
woman nine months pregnant. Some say she would have walked rather than ridden a
donkey, as is often depicted. Fither way, it would have been an intensely wearying trip!

In addition to this, consider the time of year. It was winter, and the weather was cold and
harsh. When Mary and Joseph at last arrived at their destination, no comfort awaited
them. The inn was full and they had to take refuge in a stable.

Of course, this was not simply bad luck. Our Lord chose these conditions.

(N He chose, from the very outset of His life, what was humble and poor. He could have

i been born in a palace; He chose a stable instead. He could have rested in a royal crib; He
preferred a manger. He could have been wrapped in the richest, warmest blankets; He
chose swaddling clothes.

The words of the well-known hymn, O Little Town of Bethlebenr, come to mind when we think of this sleeping Child, unknown but
to a few, quiet and humble, God Himself among men, silent and small. ..
“....an thy dark streets shineth the Everlasting 1 ight. . .
the hapes and fears of all the years
are meet in thee tonight.”’
Truly, all the hopes and longing of God’s people—chronicled throughout the Scriptures that had foretold His
coming for so long—have come to rest tonight in this humble Child. catholiccompany.com




% CMass Intentions

SATURDAY, December 24— CHRISTMAS VIGIL

4:00 BSC PARISH & PARISHIONERS

6:00 HTC PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

SUNDAY, December 25 —CHRISTMAS DAY

9:00 HTC HENRY ST. GERMAINE, SR. (25TH ANNIV.)
— by John & Valeda Peters & Family
11:00 BSC  PARISH & PARISHIONERS
MONDAY, December 26
8:00 HTC RAYMOND JONES — by Friend
9:00 BSC  GRACE & BLESSINGS FOR

STEPHEN FILIAULT — by Mom
TUESDAY, December 27

8:00 HTC FRANK TRUESDALE — by Friend
9:00 BSC  EDWARD H. LETOURNEAU (11™ ANNIV.) —
by Family
WEDNESDAY, December 28
8:00 HTC  JEAN SPARKMAN — by husband, Robert
9:00 BSC  JoYCE TILTON — by Laurie

THURSDAY, December 29

8:00 HTC
9:00 BSC

JOHN ZuKowsKI — by Friend
GRACE & BLESSINGS FOR
MARY FILIAULT LARVEY — by Mom

FRIDAY, December 30

8:00 HTC
9:00 BSC

MARY KILLAY — by Jane McDonough
Jim DEJOY — by Family

SATURDAY, December 31

4:00 BSC CYNTHIA SOCHOCKI — by Family

SUNDAY, January 1
8:00 HTC
9:00 HTC
11:00 BSC

PEOPLE OF THE PARISH
PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

PARISH & PARISHIONERS

The SANCTUARY CANDLE will burn this week in
memory/honor:

1. For a Special intention-from l

Anonymous

The ADORATION CHAPEL CANDLES
will burn this week in memory/honor of:

1. Health & Blessings for Clarence
Crafts- from Claire Heath

2. Alfred LeBeau- from Family

3. For a Special intention-from Anonymous

4. Patricia Duffey Earley-from Robert Earley

The 7 DAY CANDLE is burning this week for Henty
St. Germain, Sr.—(25th Anniv.) given by his Grandchil-
dren & Great Grandchildren.

GREETERS NEEDED. Help make our parishioners
and guests feel welcome! Just a once a month commit-
ment could help. Call the Parish Office at 773.3311 for

more information.

PRAYER CHAINS.

o 7= Our Parish Prayer Chains are available
‘ to anyone. Please contact us with your
~ petition: Andrea Lapointe at
413.774.5356 or Marie Boynton at

413.775.3633 /memeboynton@comecast.net.

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY. If you
know of anyone who is a homebound
and unable to attend Mass, or if you
know of any parishioner who is in the
hospital or nursing home, please
email/call us at 773-3311 or 774-2884. We want to reach out
to all of our parishioners, especially in their time of need.




YOUNG & CATHOLIC OF FRANKLIN COUNTY.
Young and Catholic is a grassroots initiative of the Diocese

' of Springfield. Their mission is to
provide resources and materials
that meet young adults where
they are at and then to lead them
to Christ. With YC boards in

every region (including Franklin Daily Mass 8 am HTC & 9am BSC
County), board members work i | . '
together to put on events and gatherings. Daily Holy Rosary 7:35 am HTC, 8:30 am BSC
For mote information & calendar of events visit Confession: Sat'. 2:30-3:30 pm BSC
Youngandcatholic.otg or by appointment
Monday Dec. 26

Coming up at Blessed Trinity Parish

THE FoobD PANTRY. Serves
our community and is open to
anyone in need. (Saturday 9 am— |
noon | Tuesday Noon-3 pm | ¢
Thursday 3 pm-6 pm ). One of |
our many ministries helping the Sz
Franklin County Community. If eS8
you would like to volunteer, IS
please call the Parish Office at
413.773.3311 | 413.774.2884
(V olunteers Jan Pulchalski & Karen Knox)

6:30 pm Roses for Mary Prayer Group —Adoration
Chapel (each Mon.)

Tuesday Dec. 27

Wednesday Dec. 28

After Daily Mass—Adoration & Benediction after
BSC & HTC Daily Masses (each Wed.)

6 pm—Roses for Mary Prayer Group (BSC Adoration
Chapel each Wed.)

7 pm - Holy Hour for the Sick and Dying (BSC Adora-
tion Chapel each Wed.)

Thursday Dec. 29

Friday Dec. 30

3 pm Chaplet of Devine Mercy recited (BSC Adoration
Chapel) (each Fri.)

Saturday Dec. 31—

ONLINE GIVING. Available by visiting our website at
www.blessedtrinitygreenfield.org

4 pm—Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil (BSC)
Sunday Jan. 1—Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

8 am Mass (HTC)

9:30 am Mass (HTC)

11 am Mass (BSC)

'WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 1 1TH.

“Pray, brethren, that nzy sacrifice and yours

may be acceptable to God, the alpiighty Father”
No Religious Education Classes—Happy & Blessed

Weekly Parish Collection: $7,312.50 New Year! (Classes to resume on Sunday, January 8.)
Fuel Collection: $194.00

Maintenance Collection: $227.00

“May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your /Jand{}for the praise
and glory of His name, for Cozr g%od and the good of His Holy
urch.”

Thank you for your generosity!




‘fjoy /s the true gtﬂ' of (hristmas, and we can communicate f/wlsjoy simlo/y: with a 5[77//6, a kind gesture, a [ittle
5640, forg/vcncss. And the joy we give will ccrta/n/ﬂ come back to us.” - POPE BENEDICT XVI

(Erom the archives 2018 )

“Let the children come to me...” MarRK 10:14

Father Pierz’s homily for the children

at a recent Sunday Mass.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES.

Sunday Dec 25 - No Religious Education Classes
Merry & Blessed Christmas!

Sunday Jan1- No Religious Education Classes
Merry & Blessed New Year!

All classes will resume Sunday, January 8th
at 9:45 am in the Pastoral Center.

NS R

POPE ST JOHN PAUL THE GREAT

YOUTH GROUP FOR TEENS. Come meet new
friends and have fun while sharing our Catholic faith.
All teens in 8th-12th Grades are welcome. Meets on
the third Sunday of the month from 6:30 pm -
8:00 pm in Father Casey Hall.

For more info,
Ed & Suzi Cottrill
413.772.6010

“Children are a blessing and
a gift from the Lord.” Psaim 127:3
AT

o

Father Val ato EERY ¥ —

summer picnic
sharing his
volleyball skills
and laughter
with the chil-

dren.




HoLy TRINITY CHURCH
The Mother Church of Franklin County established in 1868.

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH
Established in 1960. Dedicated in 1970.

On Christmas Eve 1970, Blessed Sacrament Church
was filled to capacity for the
celebration of the first Mass.

| oy oy |

Front doors at Holy
Trinity Church during
Advent Season 2022. -

SPOTLIGHT: FATHER MICHAEL PIERZ

Fr. Michael Pierz was born in Austria and grew up in the US. He attended Georgetown University in Wash-
ington, D.C. before transferring to Northern Arizona University and graduating in 2007 with a degree in hotel
and restaurant management. He studied for the priesthood at the North American College before being
ordained a priest for the diocese of Springfield in 2013. Ftr. Pierz became Pastor of the newly formed Blessed
Trinity Parish on August 14, 2022. y

“As I arrive, I am eager to join you in the work of Christ and His mission for the |
salvation of souls. We find ourselves in challenging times with great discord in so :
many parts of our nation and world, even families and local communities. I have
been invited to serve all the people of Greenfield, the whole of the commmunity, and
I know you have given much thought and prayer for love of this city and the unity
of its peoples. Together on the way with yon, we are invited to unite our energies for §
the proclamation of the Gospel, for the salvation of souls, for the service of all peo- |
Pple in Greenfield. We are invited to focus our efforts for the glory of God and the
good of His people. As I join you in this new endeavor, thank_you for welconzing
me. 1 am most blessed by the many graces we ask of God together.”.

Welcome to Greenfield Fr. Pierz! We look forward to your
leadership in this new endeavor and for many years to come!




Desk of Fic Michael Piecz 4 % W8 14 Beacon Street
Blessed Trinity Parish {17 1§ Greenfield, MA 01301
Pastor i-u +1 (413) 773-3311

6 December 2022
Memorial of St. Nicholas, Bishop

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

My name is Father Pierz. I am the new pastor of Blessed Trinity Parish, the unified parish
encompassing Holy Trinity Church and Blessed Sacrament Church. I arrived here in
Franklin County after several years at St. John the Evangelist Parish in Agawam. For those
who may not know where Agawam i1s, our youth and children might know .. Six Flags!

The religious education of our community, specifically our children, 1s a personal priority
of mine. In fact, one of my first mitiatives as pastor of the new Blessed Trinity Parish has
been to establish a Religious Education Board to ensure that we administer an engaging
religious education program that is robust and pedagogically sound.

Upon reviewing past registrations, I see you have previously enrolled your child in
religious education at either the former Holy Trinity or Blessed Sacrament Parishes, but
have not yet re-enrolled your child in religious education for this school year. It 1s my hope

that this communication serves as a friendly reminder to re-enroll.

Our catechists, volunteers, and I would love to have your child join us for m-person
religious education instruction! The religious education program (also known as CCD)
readies students for the immediate sacramental preparation of First Communion and
Confirmation. Religious education serves grades K through 9, and meets on Sunday
mornings from 9:45 am to 10:45 am in the Pastoral Center on our Federal Street campus
next to Blessed Sacrament Church. At that time, also in the center, we host a social hour

for parents with complimentary coffee and baked goods.

&Mﬂﬁamcﬁﬂw:ﬂﬂmam @ have life because of the ~Sfather,
30 also the one who feeds on me will have lfe becawse of me”  Ja 6:57



BLESSED TRINITY PARISH

The timing of religious education complements the Blessed Trimty Parish Mass Schedule.
The 8:00 am Mass at Holy Trinity Church on Main Street finishes around 9:00 am,
allowing plenty of time to arrive by 9:45 am. Or, religious education finishes by 10:45 am,

which allows time to attend the 11:00 am Mass next door at our Blessed Sacrament Church.
We believe strongly in developing personal relationships, and our instruction is primarily

in person, but we do offer remote/hybrid instruction as needed.

To enroll, please contact ReligiousEd@blessedtrinitygreenfield.org or call the parish office
at (413) 773- 3311 or (413) 774-2284. You can also find more parish information on our

website https://blessedtrinityoreenfield.org.

We are also excited to invite all children of the Greenfield area community to our Christmas
Party on Sunday, December 18% after the 11:00 am Mass at Blessed Sacrament in the
Pastoral Center on the Federal Street campus.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

Sincerely yours in Him,

/4

Fr. Michael Pierz
Blessed Trinity Parish, Pastor

P.S. If you are choosing to not enroll your child at this fime, as the new pastor of this parish,
I would like to learn more about the needs of our community and any barriers that would

keep you from re-enrolling your child in religious education at this time.

Please send any feedback of this nature directly to me via the enclosed reply card or at

pastor@blessedtrinityereenfield. org

Praised be Jesus Christ! Now and Forever!

'ngtaxﬂwagcyfa#WWMMcmd@lmw@fébmwgf&z@%m
50 also the one who feeds on me will have lfe becawse of me”  Ja 6:57
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Welcome to Our Church!
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Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting.

This describes the power of... 0" l C/l/l/ B ” : f- AWV’ o o

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Codl 1.800.333.3166!

IN REMEMBRANCE OF = Ma//orysArmy
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON ) Foundation

4 United Together In The
% Fight Against Bullying...
Don't Just Teach Kindness...

33?:%?3:2 BE KINDNESSI
BEFORE YOU GET ) www.MallorysArmy.com (t@»% Yo

IN A RIDE SHARE Make a Difference in Your Community (973) 440-8657 Our bulletin

Vo LU NTEER info@mallorysarmy.org | sponsors deserve
It's easy to join our mailing list!
with the American Red Cross Just send your email address by text message: our thanks and

appreciation!
Tell them you saw
their ad herel

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

. SUSHI BAR;

opticans bl - Shop Socal -
m = M

: : = ' [ ]
PLEASE PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE THIS BULLETIN POSSIBLE!

= — [ [— ] | p—

9017 Blessed Sacrament Parish, Greenfield, MA (B) John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 | www.jppc.net
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